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Introduction  
 
At St Mary’s CE Primary School we believe that through Art and Design, the children 

learn a range of skills, concepts, attitudes, techniques and methods of working. Our 

school aims and ethos underpin the ways in which we ensure a whole school approach 

to provide an effectively taught curriculum for all our pupils. While art and design 

technology are two discrete subjects, they complement each other and the skills learnt 

in each are transferable to the other, therefore we have combined both into one policy. 

This policy outlines the purpose, nature and management of Art and Design and 
Technology is taught at St Mary’s CE Primary School and reflects the consensus views 
of all the teaching staff who are responsible for its implementation.  
 

This policy should be read in conjunction with the New Curriculum 2014 

documentation which sets out in detail what pupils will be taught in each Key Stage as 

of September 2014. 

 

Policy Statement 

Art and DT aims to involve all children within a creative process, experimenting with a 

range of materials and mediums in order to spur their imagination and widen their 

understanding of how art is created. They will produce art in different forms, including 

sculpture and reflect on their own and others art work. They will also become aware 

of not only British artists but an array of artists from different countries and cultures 

who will inspire their own art work. Through learning about the roles and functions of 

art, they can explore the impact it has had on contemporary life and build an 

appreciation and enjoyment of visual art. We provide a rich environment in which we 

encourage and value creativity. Children experience a wide range of activities that they 

respond to, using the various senses. We give them the opportunity to work alongside 

artists and other adults as well as visits to experience the work of professional artists. 

The activities that they take part in are imaginative and enjoyable. Design and 

technology is an inspiring, rigorous and practical subject. Using creativity and 

imagination, pupils design and make products that solve real and relevant problems 

within a variety of contexts, considering their own and others’ needs, wants and values 

 

The aims of teaching Art and Design in our school are: 

 

• To engage, inspire and challenge pupils, equipping them with the knowledge and 
skills to experiment, invent and create their own works of art, craft and design. 

• As pupils progress through school, they should begin to think critically and develop a 
more rigorous understanding of art and design. They should also know how art and 
design both reflect and shape our history, and contribute to the culture, creativity and 
wealth of our nation. 

• To produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences. 



• To become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design 
techniques 

• To evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design. 
• To know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the 

historical and cultural development of their art forms 

 

The aims of teaching Design and Technology in our school are: 
 

• Develop creative, technical and imaginative thinking in children and to develop 
confidence to participate successfully in an increasingly technological world. 

• Enable children to talk about how things work and to develop their technical 
knowledge, 

• Apply a growing body of knowledge, understanding and skills in order to design and 
make prototypes and products for a wide range of users, 

• Encourage children to select appropriate tools and techniques when making a 
product, whilst following safe procedures, 

• Develop an understanding of technological processes and products, their 
manufacture and their contribution to our society, 

• Foster enjoyment, satisfaction and purpose in designing and making things, 
• Critique, evaluate and test their ideas and products, and the work of others, 
• Understand and apply the principles of nutrition and to learn how to cook, 
• Understand how key events and individuals in design and technology have helped 

shape the world 

 

 

Inclusion 

 At our school, we teach Art and DT to all children, whatever their ability and 

individual needs. This is in line with the school's curriculum policy of providing a 

broad and balanced education to all children. Through our Art and DT teaching, we 

provide learning opportunities that enable all pupils to make good progress. We 

strive to meet the needs of those pupils with special educational needs, those with 

disabilities, those with special gifts and talents, and those learning English as an 

additional language, and we take all reasonable steps to achieve this.  

 

SEN 

 When progress falls significantly outside the expected range, the child may have 

special educational needs. Our assessment process looks at a range of factors – 

classroom organisation, teaching materials, teaching style, and differentiation – so 

that we can take some additional or different action to enable the child to learn more 

effectively. Assessments made by teachers using the National Curriculum 

statements allow us to consider each child's attainment and progress in relation to 

the expected year group. This helps to ensure that our teaching is matched to the 

child's needs. 

 

Differentiation:  



Art and Design in the school will comply with the three basic principles for inclusion 

in that it will:  

• Set suitable learning challenges. 

 • Respond to pupils diverse learning needs. 

 • Strive to overcome potential barriers to learning and assessment for individuals 

and groups of pupils.  

The action necessary to respond to an individual’s requirements for curriculum 

access will be met through greater differentiation of tasks and materials, consistent 

with school-based intervention as set out in the SEN Code of Practice. 

Monitoring: 

The art and DT subject leader is responsible for monitoring the standard of children’s 

work and for the quality of teaching in line with the school’s monitoring cycle. This 

may be through supporting colleagues in the teaching of art and DT, being informed 

about current developments in the subject, and providing a strategic lead and 

direction for Art and DT in the school. The subject leader is responsible for 

monitoring the children’s progress in Art and DT through gathering and analysing 

teacher assessments, lesson observations and by completing an annual audit and 

subsequently creating an action plan to give to the head teacher. 

 

Resources The Subject Leader has responsibility for: 

 • Auditing and organising school resources for Art and DT which are located in the 

Art/DT cupboard.  

• Supplementing resources as the budget allows and incorporating resource 

requirements in the Art/DT action plan. 

Assessment and Recording:  

Assessment forms part of the planning, teaching and learning and takes place 

throughout the year by questioning, observing pupils at work and discussing their 

ideas with them. Each piece of work shows the learning objective and this is used to 

inform assessment. Teachers make positive verbal/written comments, as well as 

constructive suggestions to help children improve their work. The children are also 

involved in the evaluation process and are expected to carry out their own self- 

assessment of their work. At the end of every unit of study students will be assessed 

on the knowledge and skills they have learnt through the unit by completing a pop 

quiz.  


