St Mary’s C of E Primary
School Climate Action Plan

At St Mary’s C of E Primary, we recognise that climate change is one of the most pressing challenges of our time, and
schools play a crucial role in fostering environmental responsibility and sustainability. As an institution committed to
education and the well-being of future generations, we recognise the need for urgent action to reduce our
environmental impact and inspire our students to be stewards of the planet.

This Climate Action Plan outlines our school’s commitment to sustainability, energy efficiency, waste reduction, and
environmental education. It serves as a roadmap for integrating sustainable practices into our daily operations,
curriculum, and school culture. By taking meaningful steps toward reducing our carbon footprint, we aim to create a
healthier, more sustainable future for our students, staff, and the wider community.

Through collaboration, education, and innovation, we will empower students to become leaders in climate action and

environmental advocacy. This plan reflects our shared responsibility to protect the environment and ensures that
sustainability remains at the heart of our school’s values and mission.

Climate Education

We will incorporate climate education throughout school life by embedding it in the curriculum, extra-curricular
activities, and fostering a school culture that promotes sustainable practices and environmental responsibility.

1. Curriculum Integration

e Primary Science and Geography: Incorporate lessons on ecosystems, renewable energy, climate change causes
and impacts, and the importance of biodiversity with a focus on global climate systems and sustainability.

e Project-Based Learning: Students will be encouraged to work on projects like energy audits, designing
sustainable products, or creating campaigns for reducing waste.

e Math and Data Analysis: Use real-world data on carbon footprints or temperature trends to teach statistics and
graphing skills.

e English and Literature: Students to write persuasive essays, create poems, or read stories centred on
environmental themes.

e Art and Design: Students can create posters, sculptures, or installations using recycled materials to highlight
environmental issues.

e History: Explore the historical progression of industrialization and its link to climate change, discussing how past
actions impact current challenges.

e Citizenship and PSHE: Discuss ethical considerations and encourage students to become climate advocates by
examining global responsibility, individual actions, themes of environmental stewardship, and climate justice.

o Skill Development: Students will develop critical thinking, problem-solving, and teamwork through climate-
related challenges and discussions.

2. Fostering a Sustainable School Culture

e Zero-Carbon School Initiative: Encourage students and staff to reduce the school’s carbon footprint through
energy-saving practices, waste reduction, and sustainable commuting.

e Green Policies: Implement school-wide policies, such as banning single-use plastics, promoting refillable water
bottles, and ensuring proper recycling systems.

e Set up a second-hand uniform scheme



e Set up a second-hand book scheme

e Student Leadership: Form a "Green Committee" where students help make decisions about the school’s
environmental policies and lead sustainability campaigns.

e Sustainability Pledges: Encourage all students and staff to commit to simple, personal actions, such as reducing
water usage or switching off unused lights.

e (Celebrating Key Events: Observe Earth Day, World Environment Day, and other significant dates with themed
activities and assemblies.

3. Extracurricular Activities

e Eco-Clubs: Establish groups like an environmental or Green Schools club/Green committee to lead initiatives like
recycling drives, tree planting, local clean-up campaigns or upcycling workshops.

e Competitions and Challenges: Host climate-focused events such as debates on environmental policies, art
contests, or science fairs with sustainability themes. Host contests to include ideas such as "Design a Zero-
Waste Lunchbox" or "Create a Renewable Energy Model."

e Outdoor Education/Field trips: Include trips to nature reserves, renewable energy facilities, or community
gardens to connect students with nature and sustainable practices.

e Guest Speakers and Workshops: Invite experts in sustainability, renewable energy, or climate activism to
engage with students.

e School Gardening Projects: Start a vegetable or pollinator garden that promotes biodiversity and teaches
students about food production and waste reduction.

4. Teacher and Staff Development

e Train teachers to integrate climate education into their lessons effectively and model sustainable behaviour.
e Share resources, lesson plans, and best practices for teaching environmental topics.

5. Community Involvement
e Collaborate with parents and local organisations to promote sustainability outside the school.
e Host community events like workshops or green fairs to raise awareness and share resources.
e By embedding climate education into multiple aspects of school life, students develop a holistic understanding
of the environment, practical skills for sustainability, and a lifelong commitment to environmental responsibility.
This approach also aligns with the school's goals, like the Year 6 zero-carbon initiative led by the ‘The Green
Schools Project’.

Decarbonisation

Our school is dedicated to becoming a leader in sustainability by taking decisive steps to decarbonize and reduce our
environmental impact. This commitment involves examining and addressing the main areas of carbon emissions within
the school—food, energy, travel, and purchasing—through a combination of innovative strategies, community
engagement, and educational initiatives. By fostering a culture of sustainability, we aim not only to lower our carbon
footprint but also to inspire students, staff, and families to adopt more environmentally conscious practices. Through
these efforts, we will contribute to a healthier planet while preparing our pupils to become future stewards of the
environment.

Food

The school will transition to a more sustainable menu by incorporating meat-free meals and reduce the use of high-
carbon ingredients such as red meat. Locally sourced and seasonal produce will be prioritized to minimize food miles, and
a food waste reduction system will be implemented to ensure leftovers are reused or composted wherever possible.

Energy



Improving energy sustainability at St Mary’s will involve adopting practices and technologies that reduce energy
consumption. We aim to:

Monitor energy usage.
Set all rooms to 15-20 degrees during times that the heating is on.
Update heating timings to ensure that heating only comes on when required.
Ensure heating is off at weekends and school holidays when the building is not being used.
If the school has out of hours’ lettings, ensure that only the part of the buildings that are being used are being
heated.
® Put stick on wall thermometers in classrooms and assign energy monitors to check that classrooms are not over-
heated.
Ensure external doors and windows are closed when the heating is on.
Ensure electronics like lights, projectors, computers, printers, and interactive boards are switched off when not in
use.
e To use an online energy analysis tool and energy education programme which helps pupils to monitor the
school’s energy usage.

® Change light bulbs in both indoor and outdoor spaces to LEDs.
® Access any available funding to improve energy efficiency, reduce carbon emissions and lower bills.
® Switch to a renewable electricity provider to reduce our carbon emissions from electricity.
e Implement building fabric measures, such as draught proofing, to reduce heat loss from buildings at relatively
low cost.
Travel

To reduce emissions from travel, St Mary’s will:

e Promote active and sustainable commuting options such as walking, cycling, and encourage car sharing for any
journeys that can’t be done on foot, by bike, or by public transport.

e Hold termly or half-termly walk to school weeks to encourage everyone to walk or cycle to school more.

e Provide cycle training for pupils.

e Organise a bike repair workshop.

e Continue to work with national organisations that can help with increasing active travel and reducing car use:
TFL Stars

e To continue to remind parents, neighbours, and visitors that parking is not allowed outside the school during
peak hours. This measure helps reduce emissions from vehicles near the school. A School Street camera has been
installed to enforce this rule and to issue fines to drivers who enter the school road during restricted times.

e Optimise the use of the school bus to minimise individual car journeys.

e Encourage virtual meetings and events to further reduce travel-related emissions.

Purchasing

Our purchasing decisions will prioritise environmentally friendly and ethically sourced products, focusing on items with
minimal packaging and longer lifespans. Single-use plastics will be eliminated, and a "reduce, reuse, recycle" approach
will guide procurement practices. Partnerships with sustainable suppliers will further support our decarbonisation goals.
Monitor the amount of printing done and encourage a reduction. Spending on paper and expensive ink cartridges will
be reduced by changing the default printer settings to double-sided printing where applicable and in black and white.

By addressing these key areas, the school will significantly reduce its carbon footprint and set a standard for
environmental responsibility within the community.


https://www.thermometersuperstore.co.uk/room-comfort-monitor.html

Biodiversity

Biodiversity is essential for maintaining healthy ecosystems, supporting life on Earth, and ensuring the sustainability of
our natural resources. It provides clean air, water, fertile soils, and a stable climate, all of which are vital for human
survival and well-being. Recognising the urgent need to protect and restore biodiversity, our school is committed to
fostering an understanding of its importance and taking actionable steps to support local ecosystems. At St Mary’s, we
are committed to providing as much opportunity as possible for pupils to maintain their connection with nature and
improve biodiversity on our school grounds through hands-on learning, habitat restoration projects, and sustainable
practices. We aim to create a school environment that nurtures biodiversity while inspiring students to become
environmental stewards who value and protect the natural world.

Adaptation and Resilience

Resilience is fostered by engaging and informing the entire school community. When students and staff learn about
climate change and take action to address it, they gain a better understanding of why these changes are necessary. This
knowledge also prepares them to handle extreme weather events more effectively.

St Mary’s is dedicated to adapting to rising temperatures and more severe weather conditions by implementing
measures that prioritise the safety and well-being of both staff and students.

Assessment of the flooding risk of the school.
Temperature monitoring of classrooms in the summer as well as winter with strategies for minimising excessive
temperatures. These should be as simple and low carbon as possible. For example, opening or closing windows
and blinds, and providing fans rather than installing air conditioning.

® Have protocols in place for hot weather in the summer. For example, relaxation of uniform policy and use of
indoor spaces at break and lunch times, hydration stations and cooling aids.

® FEnsure that there are enough shaded areas outside and consider planting more trees to help reduce
temperatures as well as improving biodiversity.

® FEducational sessions, with access to weather-appropriate resources.

St Mary’s is committed to fostering a sustainable future through education and action. This Climate Action Plan outlines
our dedication to reducing our environmental impact and empowering our students to be responsible stewards of the
planet. All of the above will help the school community stay informed and resilient in the face of climate challenges.
Through collective efforts, we will continue to implement sustainable practices and inspire positive change within our
school and community.



